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 Kent County Council has received 
emergency grant funding from 
central government under the 
Contain Outbreak Management 
Fund (COMF), to be used to support 
efforts towards preventing or 
containing the spread of COVID-19 
and/or helping those that have been 
disproportionately affected by the 
pandemic. 

KALC has been liaising with KCC on 
the COMF as Parish, Town and 
Community Councils have played a 
vital role in contributing towards 
COMF objectives. As such, funding 
has been allocated per Parish, Town 
and Community council in 
recognition of the additional costs 
they may have incurred between 1st 
November 2020 and 31st March 
2022. Costs are exclusive of VAT 
unless the VAT is irrecoverable. 

Any activity funded by this 
programme must be conducted 
within the Kent County Council 
boundary. KALC is contacting 
member councils in Medway on 
their costs to support making a 
similar approach to Medway 
Council. 

You can find out more about the 
funding on our next page, 
including how to apply and the 
funding criteria 

All member councils have been 
sent the formal Notice, Agenda 
and supporting papers. Our guest 
speaker will be Rachel Coxcoon, 
Director of Climate Guide, 
following 16 years at the Centre 
for Sustainable Energy where she 
led their local government, 
planning and community energy 
work. The deadline for 
registering for the Annual 
General Meeting is Friday 5 
November 2021.  

 

The Contain Outbreak Management Fund for Parish, Town and 

Community Councils ...Applications Open
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We are now in our Autumn programme of Learning 
and Development.  Our courses are still exclusively 
online until further notice but we do hope to 
recommence venue based events in the New Year.  

Our November events are shown on our next page, 
and all are bookable by going to our dedicated 
webpage here: Training & Events - KALC 
(kentalc.gov.uk)  

 

NEW SUBJECTS FOR YOU TO EXPLORE… Coming Soon! 

We are pleased to announce some new events for our membership.  
KALC is always looking for new learning opportunities that will 
enhance our members knowledge and skills in local council 
scenarios.  

Here is what will be available in Winter 2021  

• Dealing with a Crisis: Planning ahead and managing crisis 
communications effectively. 18 November at 6pm 

• Emotional Resilience Skills for Council Officers. 25th November 
at 10am 

• Embracing Equality, Diversity and Inclusion in your Council. 
2nd December at 10am 

• Managing People and Teams Effectively. 9th December at 6pm 

 

These events are run virtually on the Zoom Videoconferencing 
platform in association with Breakthrough Communications and will 
shortly be available for booking via our webpages in the normal 
way.  
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PARISH ONLINE WORKSHOPS 

Parish Online are running two FREE workshops for KALC on Wednesday 10 November.  

The morning session is dedicated to beginners who are new to the programme and the 

afternoon session is for those already familiar with it.  These will be available for booking 

by 10 October 2021 via our webpage here: Training & Events - KALC (kentalc.gov.uk)  

https://www.kentalc.gov.uk/Training__and__Events_21677.aspx
https://www.kentalc.gov.uk/Training__and__Events_21677.aspx
https://www.kentalc.gov.uk/Training__and__Events_21677.aspx
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As you already know, KALC has been collecting case studies 

for the Health and Wellbeing Conference this month and the 

Climate Change Conference in December. The aim of the 

project is to share good ideas between Kent’s Town and 

Parish Councils. Many thanks to those who have already 

sent in what their Council is doing in these areas. For the 

councils that are yet to apply, we would love to hear from 

you, no matter how small the project. We are asking for the 

health and wellbeing case studies no later than 

16th November and the climate change case studies no later 

than 1st December. Email Charmaine 

on support@kentalc.gov.uk to find out more and to send in your case studies. 

https://www.kentalc.gov.uk/Training__and__Events_21677.aspx
mailto:support@kentalc.gov.uk


 6 



 7 



 8 

Page 8  

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) has published a new guide on website 
accessibility and publishing guidelines. 

The guide aims to help local (parish and town) councils ensure their websites meet the needs 
of all users — especially those with disabilities or impairments that use assistive technology. 

The guide explains what website accessibility is, how it affects local councils, the 
requirements, and compliance. It details what a council must publish under the Transparency 
Code 2015, the costs of running a website, where to get help, what ongoing checks are 
needed, and discusses the future of website accessibility. The guide also contains a step-by-
step guide and a range of resources. 

The guide can also aid those who write and create content for websites and use it as guidance 
to give to their website designers who may not be aware that local government websites need 
to comply with the Transparency Code. 

Cllr Sue Baxter, NALC chair, said: "One in five people in the UK has a form of long-term 
illness, impairment or disability. It is critical, NALC continue to produce resources that help 
England's 10,000 local councils ensure their websites are accessible to everyone in the 
communities they serve". 

The guide was co-written by Aubergine, an award-winning website and design agency and 

web accessibility experts. 

Read the website accessibility and publishing guidelines guide  

NALC has published its new report on what can local councils do on climate change. 
 
The report aimed to paint an accurate picture of how climate change is being tackled by local 
(parish and town) councils and identify the challenges they face. In doing so, NALC can better 
understand how to support local councils in creating more sustainable communities. 
 
The research found that 38% of participating councils had already declared a climate 
emergency and a further 8% were pending declaration. An identifiable trend of the report found 
that councils who had made such declarations were more likely to take positive action on 
climate change. 
 
However, local councils overwhelming challenge is that they feel too small to affect change due 
to a lack of expertise, finance, and power to act. 69% of councils needed guidance to apply for 
grants and subsidies, and a further 58% reported a need for improved skills and training. 
 
NALC is committed to guiding and supporting local councils in accessing funding, expertise and 
power to influence to tackle climate change within their communities. 
 
NALC collected data from local councils across England over four months through an online 
survey of 211 respondents.  Read the Report here 

:  

https://www.aubergine262.com/
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/publications/3597-website-accessibility-and-publishing-guidelines/file
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/publications/3597-website-accessibility-and-publishing-guidelines
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/our-work/climate-change/3598-what-can-local-councils-do-on-climate-change-2021/file
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Affordable rural housing is becoming even harder to obtain for 
residents in rural parished areas. As land on which to build 
such housing becomes scarcer and the planning system goes 
through yet another major overhaul – the net effect seems to 
be even more socially isolated younger and other people 
priced out of homeownership in their own areas. At this event 
hear from sector experts about the difference local (parish and 
town) councils can make to influence local initiatives to make 

housing cheaper and affordable in rural areas – against the odds. 
 
 
Speakers: Lord Best, chair of the Affordable Housing Commission, Martin Collett, chief 
executive at English Rural and Richard Quallington, executive director at Action for 
Communities in Rural England.  Booking via NALC’s  Eventbrite webpage here:  
 
MAKING RURAL HOUSING MORE AFFORDABLE Tickets, Wed 17 Nov 2021 at 12:00 | Eventbrite  

 

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) has launched its 
first-ever one-day online conference, Future Communities 2021, 
taking place on 2 December 2021. 
The online conference will focus on why local (parish and town) 
councils are pivotal to building back stronger and better and shaping 
thriving, resilient future communities. 
It will feature high-profile experts and leading figures from local and 
central government and national organisations. And will give 

attendees a chance to discuss and debate the key issues facing communities, network and share 
good practices with fellow councillors, clerks and council staff from across England, and connect 
with sector-specific suppliers at the innovative online exhibition. 
The online conference includes: 

• Opportunity to hear direct from the NALC chair 

• Five inspiring and thought-provoking keynote sessions which include a Q&A segment 

• Four practical workshops running simultaneously (repeated twice) providing advice, guidance 
and insights 

• A dedicated sector-specific exhibition marketplace with information on products and services 
with 1-2-1 meetings available in real-time 

• Meet the conference headline sponsors (BHIB Councils Insurance, Blachere Illumination and 
CCLA) 

• All keynote and workshop sessions recorded and available after the event 

• Two coffee breaks and a lunch break to refresh, network and visit the exhibition marketplace 

• Online cafe to meet and connect with other attendees 
 
Booking via NALC’s  Eventbrite webpage here: FUTURE COMMUNITIES 2021 Tickets, Thu 2 Dec 
2021 at 09:00 | Eventbrite  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/making-rural-housing-more-affordable-tickets-161440233083?aff=MAILCHIMP&utm_source=MEMBERS&utm_campaign=8490daa01d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_07_03_10_21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_206970988f-8490daa01d-350307201&mc_cid=8490da
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/future-communities-2021-tickets-155987299211?aff=MAILCHIMP&utm_source=MEMBERS&utm_campaign=8490daa01d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_07_03_10_21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_206970988f-8490daa01d-350307201&mc_cid=8490daa01d&mc_eid=7
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/future-communities-2021-tickets-155987299211?aff=MAILCHIMP&utm_source=MEMBERS&utm_campaign=8490daa01d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_07_03_10_21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_206970988f-8490daa01d-350307201&mc_cid=8490daa01d&mc_eid=7
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SAFE AND WELL VISITS  

FROM KENT FIRE AND 

RESCUE… 
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Here at KFRS, we're passionate about always giving you our absolute best - 

whether that’s during an emergency, as part of a Safe and Well visit in your 

home, a session at your school, or an inspection in your work place. If you 

have loved ones over 70, or if they have a long term health condition, smoke, 

are pregnant or have kids under 5 - call 0800 923 7000 to book a free Safe 

and Well visit. 
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The purpose of a Safety and Wellbeing Plan 
is to inform customers about changes we 
intend to make, or would like customers’ 
views on, before we make them. This Plan 
focuses on what we continued to do during 
the COVID 19 pandemic to help customers 
across over Kent and Medway. We have 
also given a summary of what you receive 
as a customer, for the money you pay in 
your council tax to help run the fire and 
rescue service across Kent and Medway. 

  
As part of the update, the infographic on this 
page provides a summary of what everyone 
of our customers receive for the money they 
pay through Council Tax, which help run our 
fire and rescue service.  

We would welcome your comments on a 
number of options regarding council tax 
levels for 2022/23. 

  
I hope this Plan gives you useful information 
on how we plan to continue to keep you 
safe in Kent and Medway. 
 
  
Nick Chard – Chair  
Kent and Medway Fire and Rescue 
Authority 
  
To read the plan and complete the survey 
click here https://beta.kent.fire-uk.org/safety-
wellbeing-plan-update-2022 

The deadline for responses is 14 
January 2022  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeta.kent.fire-uk.org%2Fsafety-wellbeing-plan-update-2022&data=04%7C01%7Cchief.executive%40kentalc.gov.uk%7Cda98c452f9174a18f8d708d99863ecd3%7Cc71e8bd71a0446728795fe649c658937%7C1%7C0%7C6377083
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeta.kent.fire-uk.org%2Fsafety-wellbeing-plan-update-2022&data=04%7C01%7Cchief.executive%40kentalc.gov.uk%7Cda98c452f9174a18f8d708d99863ecd3%7Cc71e8bd71a0446728795fe649c658937%7C1%7C0%7C6377083
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Government consultation on making flexible working the default:  
 
• The consultation seeks views from individuals and businesses on proposals to reform 

flexible working regulations. The proposals include making the right to request flexible 
working a day one entitlement, as well as introducing a day one right to one week’s 
unpaid leave for carers. See https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/making-
flexible-working-the-default . The consultation deadline is 11.45pm on 1 December 
2021. 

  
• Government Consultation on reforms to data protection regime  
          see https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/data-a-new-direction.   

The consultation presents proposals that build on the key elements of the current UK 
General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR), such as its data processing principles, 
its data rights for citizens, and its mechanisms for supervision and enforcement. 
Consultation deadline- 11.45pm on 19 November 2021. 

  
• Government consultation to make outdoor measures for high streets 

permanent: Temporary measures that have given a huge boost to high streets and 
hospitality during the pandemic could be made permanent following a public 
consultation launched on 5 September 2021. Consultation deadline – 11.45pm on 14 
November 2021.  

• Gatwick Airport launches Northern Runway public consultation: Gatwick Airport is 
consulting on proposals to bring the existing Northern Runway into routine use alongside 
the Main Runway. For further details please visit Northern Runway and our Future Plans 
| Gatwick Airport LGW. Consultation deadline – 11.59pm on 1 December 2021. 

•  National Transport and Highways Survey 2021/2022: Councils across the UK are 
asking residents to tell them what they think of transport and highways services in their 
area, and we're one of those councils. There are six independent surveys in total - feel 
free to take one or all of them. Apparently, each survey will only take a few minutes of 
your time. They are asking for your views on: accessibility; highways maintenance; 
public transport; road safety; tackling congestion; walking and cycling. For further details 
see - National Highways and Transport Survey 2021/22 | Let’s talk Kent. The survey 
deadline is 28 February 2022. 

  
•  Kent & Medway Listens: This consultation wants to hear how you are feeling and 

gather your thoughts how we can help mental wellbeing in Kent and Medway. The 
project is open until January 2022. Please see the following link for further 
details: https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/kentandmedwaylistens 

  
•   Kent Heritage Conservation Strategy Consultation: This draft Strategy presents 

KCC’s strategic aims and objectives for how they will conserve Kent's heritage and also 
inspire citizen engagement and connection. For further details please see https://
letstalk.kent.gov.uk/heritage-conservation-strategy. The consultation deadline is 13 
December 2021. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/making-flexible-working-the-default
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/making-flexible-working-the-default
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/data-a-new-direction
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/supporting-defence-infrastructure-and-the-future-of-time-limited-permitted-development-rights
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/supporting-defence-infrastructure-and-the-future-of-time-limited-permitted-development-rights
https://secnewgate.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=92491e317ae33660c0b389a32&id=c1e37fd4ad&e=65c3c74153
https://secnewgate.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=92491e317ae33660c0b389a32&id=c1e37fd4ad&e=65c3c74153
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/national-highways-and-transport-survey-2021-22
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/kentandmedwaylistens
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/heritage-conservation-strategy
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/heritage-conservation-strategy
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 Rights of Way - New Booklet available from 
GOV.UK 

Access to the Countryside is as important, if not more 
so, than ever before.  The Government updated its 
“Guidance on procedures for considering objections to 
definitive map and public path orders” on 25 October 
2021.  This will be important information in regards to 
future Planning considerations.  You can find a copy of 
the new revised booklet by visiting this link: Rights of 
way guidance booklet - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

Minimum Wage For 23 Year Olds to Rise… 

The Minimum Wage for workers aged 23 years old and above is set to 

rise from the new financial year in April 2022.  That means that the 

current rate of pay, which is £8.91p an hour, will increase to £9.50p  

Younger people under the age of 23 will also see an increase in their 

minimum rates of pay.  

The National Minimum Wage for people aged 21-22 will rise from £8.36 to £9.18 an hour and the 

Apprentice Rate will increase from £4.30 to £4.81 an hour.  

This will be especially of note to our Parishes and Towns who have younger members of staff on 

their payroll.  

Page 15 KALC NEWS 

Kent Downs AONB Selected by Lonely Planet as the fourth best region in the World to Visit! 

We always knew our region was beautiful and worth exploring 

but it is now official! Our Heritage Coast has been voted one of 

the best globally for 2022,  so its nice to be able to shout about it! 

Take a look at the Kent Downs AONB website here to read all 

about what is wonderful about our region. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rights-of-way-guidance-booklet?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=626888c3-0dc8-4788-a350-6864a1f72816&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rights-of-way-guidance-booklet?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=626888c3-0dc8-4788-a350-6864a1f72816&utm_content=daily
https://kentdowns.org.uk/kents-heritage-coast-lonely-planet-best-in-travel/


 16 

Remembrance Sunday is almost upon us.  Last year, 
ceremonies were largely online affairs, or small outdoor 
gatherings to mark the occasion.  This was, as we all 
know, because of the COVID restrictions that were in 
place at the time. 

Remembrance Sunday falls on 14 November 2021.  The 
Royal British Legion is hoping to hold its Cenotaph 
Service as it would normally.  It is hoped that local 
events will also be well attended but bearing in mind the 
current advice from Government for events that take 
place in outdoor spaces.   

As usual, we will be pleased to see photographs of your 
own events on the day.  Our communities have always 
been at the forefront of marking Remembrance activities, 
and this did not stop last year, even when face to face 
gatherings could not take place.  

We look forward to hearing from you all so that we can 
feature your own commemorations in the next issue of 
the KALC News. 

Page 16 KALC NEWS 
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https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/platinum-jubilee-medal-revealed
https://www.royal.uk/queens-platinum-jubilee-emblem
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Dover District Council Offices 

White Cliffs Business Park 

Whitfield 

Dover 

CT16 3PJ 

 

kalc@kentalc.gov.uk 

www.kentalc.gov.uk 

Kent Association of Local Councils 

For KALC specific issues contact Terry Martin: 

chief.executive@kentalc.gov.uk or phone 07475 

034346 

For legal & technical advice contact Clive Powell: 

adviser@kentalc.gov.uk or phone 07475 017247 

For Finance, Events, KALC website and general 

enquiries contact Laura Dyer: 

manager@kentalc.gov.uk or phone 07475 

066155 

For Events, KALC News and general enquiries 

contact Tricia Casey-Green: 

communications.officer@kentalc.gov.uk or phone 

07577 058306 (9.00am to 12:00pm – Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) 

Training and Partnerships Officer – Charmaine 

Keatley: support@kentalc.gov.uk or phone 07378 

175948 

 

We are always happy to advertise 

any vacancy you may have at your 

Council, free of charge, via our 

website page here:  

Vacancies - KALC (kentalc.gov.uk)  

There are several vacancies to look 

at this month if you are seeking 

employment in the County.  

https://chief.executive@kentalc.gov.uk/
https://adviser@kentalc.gov.uk/
https://adviser@kentalc.gov.uk/
https://manager@kentalc.gov.uk/
https://communications.officer@kentalc.gov.uk/
https://support@kentalc.gov.uk/
https://www.kentalc.gov.uk/Vacancies_21686.aspx



